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The Census Bureau has done an ex-

ceptional job conducting this survey 
for the Secretary of Commerce. That 
fact notwithstanding, it is the respon-
sibility of Congress to reauthorize this 
program after a period of 10 years pend-
ing a thorough review on the condition 
that the Census Bureau continues to 
effectively administer this necessary 
economic survey. 

Mr. Speaker, this is, in fact, a non-
controversial bill to reauthorize the 
time-tested Quarterly Financial Re-
port Program. Passage of this legisla-
tion will ensure an uninterrupted con-
tinuation of this program. 

I thank the gentleman from Ohio 
(Chairman TURNER) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Chairman TOM DAVIS) 
for moving this bill through the sub-
committee and full committee. I am 
pleased to be an original cosponsor of 
H.R. 2385 and urge its passage. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
legislation and the census in general. It 
is not only a foundation of facts on 
which our government and the private 
sector formulate public policy, it keeps 
our government fair. 

Every 10 years based on census num-
bers, we redistribute power among the 
States in order to have a fair represen-
tation based on the numbers of people 
in our country, and it tells us who we 
are. It tells us about our diversity, it 
tells us about our growth. It is literally 
a portrait of our country every 10 
years. 

This particular report, the Quarterly 
Financial Report, is a very important 
part of that portrait. So I rise very 
strongly in support of this bill and the 
census in general. I thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Chairman TURNER) 
for moving this bill so quickly. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TURNER) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2385, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to extend by 10 years 
the authority of the Secretary of Com-
merce to conduct the quarterly finan-
cial report program.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JOHN F. WHITESIDE JOLIET POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2113) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2000 McDonough Street in Jo-
liet, Illinois, as the ‘‘John F. Whiteside 
Joliet Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 2113 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JOHN F. WHITESIDE JOLIET POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 2000 
McDonough Street in Joliet, Illinois, shall 
be known and designated as the ‘‘John F. 
Whiteside Joliet Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘John F. Whiteside Jo-
liet Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2113. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2113 introduced by 

the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
WELLER) names this Post Office in Jo-
liet, Illinois, as the John F. Whiteside 
Joliet Post Office Building. All 18 Illi-
nois colleagues of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. WELLER) have cosponsored 
this bill, and I am pleased to partici-
pate in this bill’s consideration today. 

John Whiteside was a long time opin-
ion writer for the Joliet Herald News. 
Upon graduation from Northern Illi-
nois University in 1971, he was hired by 
the Herald News which was the only 
newspaper he ever worked for. 

For the first decade of his career, he 
worked as a beat and general assign-
ment reporter. But in 1981, he began 
writing a daily column in the paper 
each weekday that became beloved by 
Joliet residents. 

Mr. Whiteside wrote the vast major-
ity of his columns on local matters. 
The most frequent and passionate top-
ics on which he opined were matters of 
importance to community veterans and 
law enforcement officials. An Air Force 
veteran himself, Whiteside correctly 
viewed all of our Nation’s military 
service veterans as American heroes. 

He, likewise, had tremendous respect 
for police officers, once championing 
an attempt to raise funds for a police 
memorial in Joliet, among other ef-
forts. For his eloquent advocacy over 
many years, it appears safe to say his 
subjects admired him, too. 

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, after 
battling cancer for 18 months, John 
Whiteside passed away on January 22, 
2005. He was 61 years old. Days after he 
died, the front page of the Sunday Her-

ald News carried one final John 
Whiteside column. It was a posthumous 
article full of life’s lessons that he had 
written in anticipation of his death. It 
was a touching end to a meaningful ca-
reer that was cut short by a struggle 
with cancer. 
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His struggle was all the more touch-
ing because Whiteside had shared tales 
of his battle with melanoma with his 
readers from October 2003 through his 
passing in January 2005. On a personal 
note, my own father-in-law passed 
away from that same disease in Janu-
ary of this year, so I have some under-
standing of what Mr. Whiteside and his 
family went through. My sympathies 
go out to his family. 

Mr. Speaker, John Whiteside was in-
deed a memorable resident of Joliet. 
Readers of the Herald News have spent 
a few moments with John every Mon-
day through Friday for nearly a quar-
ter of a century. For these reasons, it 
is fitting that the House would pass 
this bill to name a post office in his 
honor in his hometown of Joliet. I urge 
all my colleagues to join me in support 
of H.R. 2113. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Gov-
ernment Reform Committee, I am 
pleased to join my colleague in consid-
eration of H.R. 2113, legislation naming 
a postal facility in Joliet, Illinois, 
after the late John Whiteside. This 
measure was introduced by my friend, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
WELLER), on May 5, 2005, and unani-
mously reported by the Government 
Reform Committee on June 16, 2005. 
H.R. 2113 enjoys the support and co-
sponsorship of the entire Illinois State 
delegation. 

John Whiteside worked at the Herald 
News, a suburban Chicago newspaper, 
for 34 years as a reporter and col-
umnist. He was well respected in his 
community as someone who fought for 
the rights of veterans. As a veteran, 
one of his most notable achievements 
was to increase the number of honor 
guard volunteers for the Abraham Lin-
coln National Cemetery in Elwood, Illi-
nois. 

Sadly, John Whiteside passed away 
in January of cancer. Mr. Speaker, I 
commend my friend and colleague for 
renaming the Joliet post office after 
Mr. Whiteside and urge support for this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
WELLER). 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in support of H.R. 2113, legislation 
in tribute to John Whiteside which 
names the Joliet post office in his 
honor. John Whiteside was a citizen 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 03:28 Jul 14, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K13JY7.025 H13PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5757 July 13, 2005 
and a local hero from the congressional 
district that I have the opportunity to 
represent, a man who touched so many 
lives through his daily commentary 
with the Herald News in Joliet, Illi-
nois. John F. Whiteside inspired count-
less readers through his 34 years of 
service with the newspaper. 

Let me begin by thanking Govern-
ment Reform Committee Chairman 
TOM DAVIS; my friend Mr. DENT of 
Pennsylvania; my very, very good 
friend Mr. DAVIS of Illinois for joining 
me here on the floor today; and the 
support of the Government Reform 
Committee for this legislation, because 
today the House will be voting on legis-
lation that I along with the entire dele-
gation of Illinois, all 19 Republicans 
and Democrats, have cosponsored, leg-
islation naming the Joliet post office 
the John F. Whiteside Joliet Post Of-
fice Building. I would note that this 
post office building is on McDonough 
Avenue just a few short blocks from 
the Joliet Herald News offices where he 
put in so many hours and so many days 
over the years. I ask my colleagues to 
support this legislation today. 

John Whiteside started his career 
with the Joliet Herald News in 1971 as 
a beat reporter and became a true sto-
ryteller in 1981 when he started his own 
personal daily column. Many of his col-
umns focused on the good nature of 
people, and he especially loved writing 
about police officers and veterans be-
cause he looked to police officers and 
veterans as his heroes. Readers appre-
ciated his dedication and his advocacy 
for veterans. John himself was a 
United States Air Force veteran and 
wrote thousands of stories about the 
concerns of local veterans. 

One of the biggest veterans accom-
plishments for John, something he was 
so proud of and something he invested 
so much time and personal effort in, 
was helping organize the honor guard 
units for military funerals at the Abra-
ham Lincoln National Cemetery lo-
cated outside of Joliet at the former 
Joliet arsenal. Mr. Whiteside’s legacy 
included helping to raise funds that 
equipped squad cars in Will County 
with video cameras to help nail drunk 
drivers. He is also noted for reviving 
police interest in the unsolved dis-
appearance of Joliet newspaper editor 
Molly Zelko in 1957. 

Mr. Whiteside was a recipient of 
many awards during his 34-year career 
with the Herald News in Joliet, Illi-
nois, and some of these awards and rec-
ognitions included the Will County 
Sheriff’s Department 2004 lifetime 
achievement award; Joliet area histor-
ical museum war heroes gallery named 
in John Whiteside’s honor; and an Illi-
nois State house resolution in 2004 hon-
oring his long service to the Herald 
News and the Joliet community, just 
to name a few. 

As a columnist, John knew how to 
connect with every reader through the 
emotions he brought to his stories. He 
brought even more emotion to them 
when he found out he had melanoma 

cancer in the fall of 2003. Through his 
trials and tribulations, he chose to 
share his cancer story with his readers 
and gave many other cancer victims 
empathy and hope in their own trou-
bled times. 

On January 22, 2005, John Whiteside 
lost his battle with cancer, leaving be-
hind his wife, Mary Jane, and his 
daughter, Shelley. He so enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family and will be re-
membered for the time he spent cre-
ating birdhouses out of wood in the 
basement of his home. 

In Mr. Whiteside’s very last column, 
he gave some very valuable advice. He 
said, ‘‘Live every second of every 
minute of every hour of every day you 
are given on this good Earth. Look for 
the positive. Search for the smile. Seek 
out the good. It is all around you if you 
just take the time to recognize it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a 
few minutes to share John Whiteside’s 
last column with my colleagues. This 
column, of course, was published after 
John passed away on the front page of 
Joliet Herald News. It is entitled, 
‘‘Lifelong Dream Ends in Final Col-
umn,’’ published in the Herald News on 
January 23, 2005. 

‘‘If you’re reading this, I have al-
ready looked upon the face of God. And 
I pray that he has nodded his head in a 
positive way. 

‘‘I had a good life. A good wife and 
daughter. Good friends and good times. 
A good job. 

‘‘But, sure, I have some regrets. I did 
some wrongs at times, which I hope I 
have been forgiven for doing. The last 
months of my life were full of bless-
ings. So many of you prayed for me and 
wrote of your concern for my health. I 
had hoped for a miracle, but it wasn’t 
meant to be. I guess I completed my 
purpose in being in this world. 

‘‘In heaven, well, I don’t expect 
pearly gates and streets of gold. But I 
know I’ll find a place full of goodness, 
compassion, and mercy. There will be 
no evil. No meanness. No brutal crime 
and war. No disease and illness. No 
jealousy and no hatred. No greed. And 
no politics. 

‘‘If I am allowed to enter this place, 
I believe that I will be united with my 
lost loved ones, including my dad, 
Uncle John, Aunt Mary, Grandma and 
a whole bunch of great uncles and 
aunts who loved me as a child. I’ll see 
my buddies like Happy Chopp, Dan 
Stobbe and Ralph Wick. 

‘‘As I visualize my role in heaven, 
maybe God needs a birdhouse builder 
to construct shelters for his birds 
which sing lovely songs. I really have 
enjoyed creating birdhouses. Some of 
my happiest hours were in my base-
ment workshop cutting and hammering 
on them. 

‘‘But the real love of my life, outside 
of my wife and daughter, has been this 
column. From the time I was old 
enough to dream, I wanted to be a writ-
er. I wanted to be a storyteller. And I 
even thought that God told me as a 
child that I would be a writer. 

‘‘The column gave me an outlet to 
hook words together and tell you a 
story on a daily basis. I wrote thou-
sands and remembered most of them. 
But I couldn’t remember the names. I 
thought that the Lord directed me at 
times to tell certain tales, which just 
seemed to fall into my lap. Someone 
told someone to call John Whiteside 
because they recognized that as my 
kind of story. 

‘‘Two of my very best friends have 
been storytellers, too, Marx Gibson and 
Lonny Cain. Both were mentors as well 
as buddies. 

‘‘In my last days, cancer changed me. 
I believe it made me a better man. It 
brought me closer to my wife and 
daughter. It made me more compas-
sionate to mankind. It brought me 
honors from friends, colleagues and 
people. 

‘‘I have no major regrets. I called 
them, for the most part, like I saw 
them. But I wasted time when I should 
have been living every moment to the 
fullest. 

‘‘If I have any advice to pass on to 
the rest of you, it’s all about living. 
Living every second of every minute of 
every hour of every day you are given 
on this good Earth. And don’t get 
caught up in any form of hatred. Ha-
tred, anger, and the negative only feeds 
upon you and will destroy you. Look 
for the positive. Search for the smile. 
Seek out the good. It is all around you 
if you just take the time to recognize 
it. And laugh a lot, because laughter is 
healthy. 

‘‘As my storytelling days have ended, 
now perhaps I have the final chapter of 
what happened to Molly Zelko. Maybe 
God will allow me to interview her if 
she made it upstairs, too. 

‘‘But, no, Molly isn’t what I consider 
my best accomplishments. They in-
clude helping with the honor guard sys-
tem at the national cemetery, the Tay-
lor Pirc video camera project, writing 
veterans’ memories and building the 
police memorial in front of the court-
house. 

‘‘But most of all, I like my people 
stories. Stories about ordinary folks 
caught up in some form of human 
drama. My favorite saying was, every-
one has a story to tell if you just lis-
ten. I believed that all of my jour-
nalism life. 

‘‘But now it’s over. Good-bye, my 
friends. Thanks for reading my stuff. 
God bless you all. 

‘‘At this time, my only regret is that 
I can’t write a column and share with 
you what is happening to me right now. 

‘‘P.S. I don’t have a phone number to 
accept calls anymore. But maybe I can 
hear a few prayers coming my way.’’ 

That final column published in the 
Joliet Herald News on January 23 of 
this year says so much about John 
Whiteside, and he wrote it in his own 
words. 

Ladies and gentlemen of this House, I 
ask again that you join me in honoring 
and remembering this extraordinary 
man who touched so many lives in so 
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many ways and I ask for an ‘‘aye’’ vote 
on H.R. 2113. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
WELLER) for his work on H.R. 2113. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 2113. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VINCENT PALLADINO POST OFFICE 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2183) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 567 Tompkins Avenue in Stat-
en Island, New York, as the ‘‘Vincent 
Palladino Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 2183 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. VINCENT PALLADINO POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 567 
Tompkins Avenue in Staten Island, New 
York, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Vincent Palladino Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Vincent Palladino 
Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2183 honors the 

late president of the National Associa-
tion of Postal Supervisors, Vincent 
Palladino. Palladino passed away unex-
pectedly at his home in nearby Arling-
ton, Virginia, at the age of 69 in De-
cember 2004. He was a native of Staten 
Island, New York, which is in the dis-
trict of the distinguished sponsor of 
H.R. 2183 and my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA). 
I congratulate the gentleman for offer-
ing this important measure. 

After serving his Nation in the Air 
Force, Palladino began his lifelong ca-
reer in and around the United States 
Postal Service. He started working as a 
letter carrier in Staten Island in 1960. 
He was later promoted to foreman of 
mails and then station manager in 1970. 
Last August, Vincent Palladino was 
elected to his seventh consecutive 2- 
year term as president of the postal su-
pervisors association. NAPS is an orga-
nization that represents more than 
35,000 first-line postal supervisors who 
work in facilities where employees 
process and deliver the mail. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear he was a 
knowledgeable, empathetic and effec-
tive leader and advocate in the postal 
community, and that is why this post 
office naming in his honor is so appro-
priate. I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in support of H.R. 2113. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Government Reform Committee, 
I am pleased to join my colleague in 
the consideration of H.R. 2183, legisla-
tion designating the postal facility in 
Staten Island, New York, after the late 
Vincent Palladino. This measure was 
introduced by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FOSSELLA) on May 5, 2005, 
and unanimously reported by the Gov-
ernment Reform Committee on June 
16, 2005. H.R. 2183 enjoys the support 
and cosponsorship of the entire New 
York delegation. 
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Born in New Brighten, New York, 
Vince Palladino joined the post office 
after serving in the U.S. Air Force. In 
1962, he began his career as a letter car-
rier in the Rosebank Post Office. He 
held several supervisory positions, in-
cluding station manager. In 1986, he 
was elected secretary of the National 
Association of Postal Supervisors, 
NAPS, and in 1992, he was elected the 
organization’s President. 

Mr. Speaker, as president of NAPS, 
Vince Palladino spearheaded a very im-
pressive management association of 
over 35,000 active and retired super-
visors, managers, and postmasters. 
Throughout his years as president, 
Vince testified before the Committee 
on Government Reform on many occa-
sions. He fought hard to improve the 
United States Postal Service and 
pressed for changes in performance and 
labor management relations and re-
forms in pay. 

Vince Palladino left his friends at 
NAPS and the postal service with a 
very simple, yet poignant message: ‘‘Be 
fair and honest.’’ 

Sadly, after serving as president for 
12 years, Mr. Palladino died in Decem-
ber, 2004, at the age of 69. 

Mr. Speaker I commend my colleague 
for naming the post office after Vince 
Palladino. How fitting a tribute. And I 
urge swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from the State of 
New York (Mr. FOSSELLA), the author 
of H.R. 2183. 

(Mr. FOSSELLA asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania for yielding me this time and the 
ranking member for their support. 

And today I request the House ap-
prove the naming of a post office in my 
district after Vincent Palladino. Vin-
cent, who passed away last December, 
was the president of the National Asso-
ciation of Postal Supervisors for 12 
years, ending in 2004. He was also a na-
tive of Staten Island, New York, in my 
district. 

Vincent was kind-hearted, compas-
sionate, outgoing, and had an un-
quenchable thirst for helping his 
friends and neighbors. Vincent made 
his community a better place to live 
and touched the lives of those around 
him. And although his professional ob-
ligations carried him far and wide, his 
heart was always in Staten Island. 

He began his career as a letter car-
rier in the Rosebank Post Office in 
1962. He held numerous supervisory po-
sitions in Staten Island, including sta-
tion manager of the Rosebank Post Of-
fice and operations manager for all 
Staten Island post offices. In 1986, he 
was elected secretary of the National 
Association of Postal Supervisors, 
which represents more than 35,000 ac-
tive and retired supervisors, managers, 
and postmasters who work for or who 
retired from the United States Postal 
Service. In 1992, he was elected presi-
dent of NAPS and held that post for 12 
years. 

Vincent brought his life lessons 
learned on the streets of Rosebank and 
Arlington to that position and was a 
strong advocate for all those postal 
workers he led. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank all 
those postal workers for the job they 
do every day. I know Vincent would 
stand up and correct me if I failed to 
mention them and how much he appre-
ciated, like we all do, their work. I 
would also like to thank Vincent’s 
family, especially his children, An-
thony, Nicholas, Regina, Renee, and 
Mary Lou, for their support of this fine 
man. 

Born in 1935, Vincent also served his 
country in the Armed Forces, that is, 
in the United States Air Force, from 
1955 to 1959. Today we honor Vincent’s 
lifetime hard work and achievement by 
asking the House to approve the meas-
ure to rename the Rosebank Post Of-
fice in his honor, where he got his 
start. And might I add, he also hap-
pened to be my family’s letter carrier 
in the early 1960s when he started. 

I would like to thank the fellow 
members of the New York delegation 
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